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SATURDAY 8TH JANUARY, 2022 000

Sneak peek at the
course that will
host World Cross
Country Tour

Next month, tens of athletes from across the world will
be heading to the North Rift town of Eldoret for the
Memorial Agnes Tirop World Cross Country Tour. The lush course at the Lobo village, about 8km from Eldoret
town, is a sight to behold. It is between Eldoret town Central Business District and Eldoret International
Airport. By Tuesday when the inaugural cross country which is scheduled for February 12 was launched, the
course was ready to host a world class event, according to the Course Director Ibrahim Hussein — a three-time
Boston marathon winner. A stage was being set for a thriller, with the start, the finish and the meandering
2km lap clearly marked. There are six loops in the flat course. A large water pan that was created from a
swamp has been spruced up to enhance its magnificence. Uasin Gishu County chapter Kenya National
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI) chairman Willy Kenei said the course will offer corporates a
platform to market their products and services. Governor Mandago said: “We are privileged to host this event
as a region. It was possible to host it in Nairobi and elsewhere but we thank the organisers for choosing to
have it here in Eldoret. We are going to make sure that we have a successful event that will give birth to other
international events.” Read more

SUNDAY 9TH JANUARY, 2022

Despite pandemic |
and polls, let's make|
New Year good for
business

As | scanned through social media on New Year’s Eve,
Kenyans expressed their expectations on the period
ahead. The expectations showed this year will be
tough for businesses. And being in a pandemic year, that will also see us hold the General Election, expecta-
tions of the business community differ. A peek into Kenya’s electoral cycle shows that business activity tends
to decline during electioneering years. Both local and foreign investments usually dip owing to political

jitters. Kenyans usually spend less and as a result, businesses downsize expecting low demand for goods and
services, which increases unemployment. (Continued)
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The business community expects the political class to inspire confidence in the economy by shaming and
castigating all forms of violence. A call of the business community in 2021 was the cost of doing business,
particularly in the manufacturing sector. Having faced the introduction of regressive taxes like the minimum
tax (which thanks to the Judiciary was thrown out), adjustment of specific excise duty rates for inflation, and
high fuel prices, businesses look forward to some breathing space this year. Read more

TUESDAY 11TH JANUARY, 2022 000

KNCCI Nairobi W
Chapter lauds Kenya n
-China trade deals

Kenya China Chamber of Commerce and Kenya National
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Nairobi Chapter
have lauded the Government of Kenya and the People's
Republic of China for signing six memorandums of
understanding. The six MOU’s that touches on trade, investments, digital innovation, and green develop-
ment will increase import and export opportunities for small and medium enterprises, whose end goal will
be to reduce the trade imbalance between the two countries. Speaking at a press conference in Nairobi,
Kenya China Chamber of Commerce, Chairman Tim Chen said that these six MOU’s will further strengthen
the relationship between Kenya and China business communities. “Our aim is to connect businesspeople in
the two countries with opportunities, facilitate trade and help solve import & export issues. Therefore, these
MOUs are most welcome, because we need to support Kenyan agro-processing sectors through value addi-
tion,” Chen said. He pointed that Kenya has the best opportunity to export and add value to agricultural
products such as Avocado. Read more

WEDNESDAY 12TH JANUARY,2022 000

Businesses suffer | =
huge losses over /)
major power outage

The country was yesterday plunged into a power black- :
out which lasted about five hours leading to huge losses # e
as businesses were disrupted. The national power utility g: ;
company Kenya Power said the outage resulted from a
collapsed tower on the Kiambere-Embakasi high voltage transmission power line at around 10am.
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“Our engineers are working to ensure electricity supply as the repairs are being undertaken,” read the
unsigned statement to the public.Among the regions that reported blackout was the capital city Nairobi,
West Kenya, Mt Kenya, North Rift, South Nyanza and Central Rift. James Kitavi the Kenya National Chamber
of Commerce and Industry CEO, said productivity of many factories was grossly affected. In the North Rift
region, Willy Kenei, the KNCCI Chairman, Uasin Gishu branch said the outage caused a lot of anxiety and
major disruptions.“The entire Eldoret town was affected, and most businesses were unable to print, produce
receipts or use computers,” said Kenei.In Trans Nzoia, Gertrude Bonyo, who sell chips at Maila Saba trading
centre, reported work but was unable to do any work. Read more

WEDNESDAY 19TH JANUARY, 2022 00

Kenya to up value
addition to bridge
trade gap with Egypt

Kenya is banking on agricultural produce value additional
to bridge the trade deficit with Egypt.Speaking yesterday
at the opening of the Nile Food Africa Trade Initiative in
Nairobi, the Kenya National Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (KNCCI) chief executive Samuel Matonda commended Egypt for openingit's market to Kenyan small
traders, especially in the food sub sector."Tea and tobacco have been Kenya's dominant exports to Egypt.
Value addition on other raw products will go along way in achieving at least 50:45 trade version," Matonda
said.Last year, the value of Kenya's exports to Egypt stood at $80million (Sh9.1 billion) compared to $184
million (Sh20.9 billion) worth of imports from the Mediterranean country.The value of trade between Kenya
and Egypt has grown 43.98 per cent to Sh61.91 billion between 2014 and last year, with the latter being the
major beneficiary. Official trade statistics shows the value of exports to Egypt —largely tobacco, paper and
paperboard, fruits and vegetable textile fibres. Read more

WEDNESDAY 19TH JANUARY, 2022 000

Egypt eyes more
fruit imports from
Kenya

Egypt plans to import more fruits and other food prod-
ucts from Kenya in a move that looks set to reduce the
trade imbalance tilted in favour of the North African
country. Business delegations from the two countries
Tuesday started a two-day trade forum where new trade deals would be signed. Kenya mainly sells tobacco,
paper and paperboard, fruits and vegetable textile fibres to Egypt, with the value of the overall imports grow-
ing 8.67 percent to Sh18.98 billion between 2014 and 2020.
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Exports from Egypt include vegetable and animal products, minerals, chemicals, plastics and rubber —
jumped 68.13 per cent to Sh42.93 billion over the same period, highlighting a trade partnership that heavily
favours the Maghreb economy.Egyptian ambassador to Kenya Khalid Abyiad yesterday called on local farm-
ers and businesses to tap the vast Egyptian market with increased shipments of fruits.“Kenya is the leading
trade partner for Egypt in the East African region and the opportunity for growth in the two countries are
boundless. Read more

WEDNESDAY 19TH JANUARY, 2022 000
‘% NTLE P\

Kenya-Egypt Trade e cowm | Vol
Expo Launched 2l Wem " Y

Targeting Food Y.
Commodities

In 2020, Kenya exported goods worth USD26,118 million
into Egypt mainly tea, flowers, and coffee while the latter
exported goods worth USD 6,033 million with sugar and
yeast among key commodities. Kenya generally exports
primary produce from the agricultural sector to Egypt. In return, it imports processed goods and natural
minerals from Egypt. Dubbed the Nile Food Africa trade initiative, the forum seeks to link 21 Egyptian manu-
facturers to trade opportunities in Kenya as well connect Kenyan business communities eyeing the Egyptian
market with the right trade partners. Speaking during the launch, KNCCI CEO Samuel Matonda encouraged
Kenyan traders to seize the opportunity to showcase their products even as he called for more focus on fruits
such as avocado which he says have huge export potential. He said the forum which was organized by the
Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI), Egyptian Commercial Service (ECS), Ministry of
Trade and Kenya Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA) is of high value to both economies and will drive develop-
ment and job creation. Read more

THURSDAY 20TH JANUARY, 2022 o000
Kenya-China
Chamber of

Commerce Opens
Office in Beijing

The newly opened office will play a critical role in unblocking the trade challenges between the two coun-
tries, at this time when the movement of goods and people has been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Speaking at the Nairobi China Trade Investment Forum, KCCC Chairman Tim Chen, said that the Beijing
office will focus on supporting businesses in two countries. “The last two years has been challenging to both
Chinese and Kenyan business community, due to Covid-19. Our business people haven’t been able to
import and export in large quantities, because of the pandemic restriction. This has led to delays of imports
and exports widening the trade balance between Kenya and China. That’s why as Kenya China Chamber of
Commerce we have set up an office in Beijing to start facilitating the trade and identifying export opportuni-
ties for Kenyan companies,” said Chen.He added that the office will also address trade imbalance between
Kenya and China, by identifying new business opportunities in agriculture. Read more

FRIDAY 21ST JANUARY,2022 000

Nairobi plans
e-platform to export
agricultural products
to China

Kenya is working on an online platform that will sell
agricultural products such as tea, coffee and macadamia
nuts to the Chinese market, following the signing of six
memoranda of agreements (MoUs) with the Asian giant.
The two countries also plan to have exchange programmes by June to boost the export of avocados. Kenya
National Chamber of Commerce and Industry Nairobi Chapter chairman Julius Opio said the platform would
ease access to Chinese markets for the exporters. It is expected to cut new logistic challenges created by the
Covid-19 pandemic causing delays in supply and affecting business. Some of the firms that have made pitch-
es for the e-commerce market are Huawei Technologies, China Mobile Technology and Xingyun Group.
“We’ve companies giving us a platform where we can market our exports to the Chinese markets online.
These are the kind of opportunities we are looking at,” said Mr Opio.“We’re coming from a Covid-19 impact
and there are a lot of logistics challenges businesses are facing like not shipping on time or getting goods on
time. We are trying to see how we can go online and build efficiencies.” Read more

FRIDAY 21ST JANUARY,2022 000

Mombasa To
Host A Major
Innovation
Week Forum
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Mombasa and other coastal counties will host the 3rd Edition of Pwani Innovation Week (PIW) to create a
widespread culture of innovation in the region. The innovation week, under the theme, “Leveraging on
Covid-19 opportunities to create a better future,” will provide an opportunity for individuals and both public
and private sectors to address challenges and solutions in business and other economic activities. The
forum is being organized by the Swahilipot Foundation Hub in collaboration with the Kenya National Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI), Mombasa County Government and other partners. The annual
event which did not take place in 2020 and 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic is slated for 28th to 31st
March, this year. It will involve among others hackathons/challenges, training boot camps, and networking,
women in technology, exhibition techkids expo, panel discussions and pwani gat talent. “Innovation catalyz-
es the aspiration of individuals, private institutions and governments to achieve developments by generat-
ing creative ideas and introducing new products and services that improves the overall quality of life,” said
Swahilipot Founder, Mahmud Noor. Read more

MONDAY 24TH JANUARY, 2022 000

Varsity, KNCCI
Partner To Support
Business Growth

Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI)
has signed a memorandum of Understanding with Masinde
Muliro University of Science and Technology (MMUST) to
support business growth in Kakamega.The University has
pledged to actively participate in training, capacity building
of business persons and conducting research on best practices of conducting business in Kakamega. Vice
Chancellor Professor Solomon Shibairo said through the partnership, the University together with KNCCI will
actively participate in advocating for better laws that target business persons in the county. For instance, Prof
Shibairo said they have noted a law that is being formulated at the county assembly seeking to woo inves-
tors.“I have directed Professor Charles Mutai to follow up on that law which is being formulated so that the
university can participate,” he said during a breakfast meeting in Kakamega. The Vice Chancellor said the two
institutions will strive to create an enabling environment for youth to engage in businesses asking the nation-
al and county governments to minimise requirements needed for one to start a business as they were
discouraging the youth. Read more
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MONDAY 31ST JANUARY, 2022 000

Indonesia seeks
Preferential Trade
Agreement with
Kenya

The Embassy of Indonesia is pushing for a Prefer-
ential Trade Agreement with Kenya. This emerged
on Wednesday during a webinar dubbed “Ken-
ya-Indonesia Business Forum” to promote trade
balance between the two countries. Indonesia Ambassador to Kenya Hery Saripudin said with the new
Kenyan mission in Jakarta, more trade will emerge, strengthening the bilateral relations "l am pleased to
inform you that Kenya and Indonesia's relations have seen a new milestone. That new milestone is the open-
ing of the new Kenyan High Commission in Jakarta. ""We encourage Kenyan businesses to use the momen-
tum of the official opening of the new embassy to come to Jakarta and seek opportunities with their Indone-
sian counterparts,” Ambassador Saripudin said. The envoy said they are confident that the new mission in
Jakarta will be in a proper position to input on how crucial it is for Kenya and Indonesia to have a PTA to
enable stronger economic ties. Read more

TUESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY, 2022 000

Busia suspends

licence, business
permit renewals
amid double fees
increment protests s s

SINGLE BUSINESRe nrmase

The Busia government has suspended the renewal of business permits and licenses after traders protested
against double fee increment. Traders were told on Monday to halt payments for licenses and business
permits until the matter is resolved. County deputy director of revenue Joseph Okole said the suspension
will last until an amicable solution is found to the current stand-off between the county and traders. The
decision to suspend the payments was arrived at during a meeting in Malaba town convened by traders and
officials from the county’s revenue directorate. Another meeting will be convened on Monday in Malaba
town between traders and officials from the county’s revenue department.
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Finance chief executive Phaustine Barasa and Finance chief officer Nicodemus Mulaku are expected to
attend the February 7 meeting in Malaba. "Let us wait for Monday for our bosses to come. For now, you can
relax," Okole told traders. Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry Busia secretary Fred Papa
told the Star on Tuesday that the double increment in the charges was unfair to traders who are still strug-
gling from effects of Covid-19. Read more

WEDNESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY, 2022 000

KNCCI Invites
Views From Scrap
Metal Dealers On
Trade Ban

In a statement, KNCCI noted that the survey findings will assist in “developing KNCCI Position Paper to assist
President Uhuru Kenyatta in reconsidering the directive.” “The purpose of this survey is to establish the
extent of the economic effects of the directive, existing supply-chain challenges of the sector as well as
gather possible suggestions to improve the sector,” it said. The deadline for the survey was set for February
4The Head of State while imposing the ban said that it was part of government efforts to end the rising cases
of vandalism of key government infrastructure which he described as economic sabotage.” As of today, we
will no longer allow, and we have put a moratorium on the export or the buying or selling of any scrap mate-
rial until we have put in place proper guidelines that will ensure that material is not coming from the
hard-won investments that the Kenyan people have made,” he said on January 20 during the passing out
parade of the 298 direct entry. Read more

THURSDAY 10TH FEBRUARY, 2022 000

Pakistan Decries
Hard Stance By
Kenya For Delay
In Exports

Pakistan has decried hard stance by Kenya on sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and other tough
laws as a reason for the delay in exports of her key commodities to Kenya. Non-Transparency, unpredictabili-
ty, tough regulations, and standards are some of the main reasons cited by Pakistan’s commercial Counsellor
LD Khan who says Kenya-Pakistan bilateral trade is hugely in favor of Kenya. Khan, who spoke to Capital Busi-
ness, said the country faces a huge trade barrier in trying to access markets for her mango, citrus fruits, dates
among other agricultural products and engineering items.
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“Kenya is one of the largest importers of Pakistani rice but bilateral trade between the two countries is domi-
nated by black tea and rice which is not enough because many areas could be explored for diversification of
trade for a win-win situation on both sides, ” Khan told Capital Business. Kenya and Pakistan are set to sign
a raft of Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) that will aid to boost bilateral trade. Pakistan exported goods
worth USD 249million to Kenya with rice accounting for USD 155 million and the rest being pharmaceuticals,
textiles, and tractors. Read more

FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY, 2022 000

It is all systems
go for Pwani
Innovation Week
next month

Mombasa will host the second edition of the Pwani
Innovation Week (PIW) between March 28 and 31.
The first one was held between December 3 and 6,
2019, followed by the Blue Hackathon on December
8 and 9.The Innovation Week is a joint initiative by the SwahiliPot Hub Foundation and its partners to foster
innovation and technology in Kenya’s coastal counties. It aims to encourage innovators, policymakers,
corporations, funders, researchers and other stakeholders to embrace new ideas and trends. This year’s
theme is ‘Leveraging on Covid-19’s opportunities to create a better future.” It will focus on innovative ways of
working that have evolved as a result of the pandemic and its catastrophic impacts. Speaking yesterday in
Nairobi during media and sponsors breakfast engagement, Mahmoud Noor, the Swahilipot Hub founder,
said the innovation week aims to bring together innovators within the coastal counties to showcase what
they have. Read more

WEDNESDAY 16TH FEBRUARY, 2022 000

Scrap metal ban
rings alarm bells
on sector reforms

For a week now, the multi-billion-shilling scrap
metal business has been in the limelight over a
presidential directive imposing a moratorium on
January 20, 2022. The primary objective of the temporary ban was to curb the rising cases of vandalism of
public installations.
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The provisions and losses associated with repair and maintenance of some public installations account for
over 10 percent of the cost budgets for organizations such as the Kenya Urban Roads Authority (KURA)This
ban is no doubt deleterious to key economic indicators and a catalyst for the stigmatization and low rating
of the associated businesses. The sector contributes over 0.6 percent of Kenya’s exports and is no doubt a
key direct and indirect employer for thousands of Kenyans. But the stakeholders in the sector should view
the ban as an opportunity to ‘clean house’ through cross-cutting reforms spanning the entire scrap metal
value chain. Self-regulation is an effective solution for any segment wishing to cast confidence and guaran-
tee control in its business operations. Read more

TUESDAY 22ND FEBRUARY, 2022 000

Inside India's

plan to grow trade,
investment with
Kenya

India is keen to tap more trade and investment oppor-
tunities with Kenya, its High Commission in Nairobi
now says. This, as it remains the second biggest
import source for the East African Community nation,
after China. “We are looking at growing the bilateral trade, drive investments both into Kenya and India and
create a conducive environment for Kenyans to do business in India,” High Commissioner Virander Paul said.
He spoke during the inaugural East FM’s “High Table with the High Commissioner” show recorded on Friday.
According to Virander, there are huge potential in agro-processing and value addition thatis yet to be exploit-
ed in Kenya, with potential for Kenyan industries and MSMEs to tap the Indian market. Medical, manufactur-
ing, tourism, trade and industries also remain key areas of focus for India, he said. Close collaborations
between the Kenyan National Chamber of Commerce and Industry and its Indian counterpart, together with
other private sector bodies and governments is expected to drive trade and investment between the two
countries to new heights, with both economies angling to bounce back from the pandemic. Read more

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY, 2022 000

Traceability the
route to SME
export growth
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In its quest to become a player of formidable significance in international trade, Kenya, and to a larger extent
Africa, urgently needs commodity traceability as a principle and base practice. The Kenya Bureau of Stan-
dards (KEBS), cites ISO 9001:2015 that views traceability as the ability to identify the history, application, use
and location of an item or its characteristics through recorded identification data. This definition views trace-
ability as the ability to track the movement through specified stages of the extended supply chain and trace
backward the history, application or location. Traceability is important in ensuring compliance such as Maxi-
mum Residue Limits (MRLs) in agricultural products, managing the supply chain needs and quality assur-
ance. This is in addition to abiding by the rules of origin in trade. There have been cases in the Kenyan com-
mercial space that have given cues to the compromise in our trade competitiveness brought about by the
absence of a traceability practice, particularly in the food and agricultural products. Read more

WEDNESDAY 2ND MARCH, 2022 000

Sh4.6b road works
resume, expected
to boost business

The ongoing construction of a 3km stretch of the
Webuye-Kitale-Endebess road is expected to ease
traffic that has hurt business in Kitale town. The
completion of the project was delayed last year
following prolonged rains.The section of the road
is part of a 45km road being built by the China
State Construction Engineering Corporation at a cost of Sh4.6 billion. The project is funded by AfDB. Despite
being arich agricultural region, business in Kitale is affected by the poor roads and lack of business space for
traders. Residents are upbeat that the road will help in uplifting the face of the town. Hotelier John Mbugua
said, “The carpeting will reduce the dust levels in the town.” Bad roads have stopped investors from coming
to Kitale town. “When you enter Kitale, big potholes and dust give visitors a bad impression,” Mbugua
said.“The road project is expected to improve the area’s economy,” said Martin Waliaula, the local chairman
of the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Read more

SATURDAY 5TH MARCH, 2022 00

Absa, KNCCI Host
Businesswomen
Ahead Of
International
Women’s Day
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Over 1000 women SME owners have benefited from a five-day financial training tour designed to help
women entrepreneurs running small businesses strengthen their financial situations in the post-pandemic
era. The training, organized by Absa Bank Kenya in partnership with the Kenya National Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (KNCCI), was part of the bank’s celebrations ahead of the International Women’s Day.
Speaking during the final session of the county tour at the Safari Park hotel, Absa Bank’s Managing Director
Jeremy Awori affirmed the bank’s commitment to empowering Kenyan women entrepreneurs in the next
five years, as part of its diversity and inclusion agenda. “We are engaging women entrepreneurs through
grassroots mentorship and networking platforms in partnership with like-minded stakeholders such as the
KNCCI and other corporate clients to understand their fundamental needs. These engagements are crucial
for us, as a bank, in developing holistic and tailor-made solutions that serve their unique and evolving
needs,” said Awori. Read more

MONDAY 7TH MARCH, 2022 000

Traders want

hiked licence fees
stand-off before
March 31

Traders in Malaba, Busia, who were slapped with high license fees have asked Governor Sospeter Ojaamong
to intervene and solve the impasse. The governor is expected to meet the traders, although a date is yet to
be set. The traders say the charges have increased by between 100 and 300 per cent. They said on Monday
the problem should be addressed before March 31, the deadline for renewing business permits and licences.
Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry Busia chapter director Fred Papa told the Star the trad-
ers’ grievances have been presented to the county chief. “We tasked Malaba Central MCA Benard Ibela to
meet the governor and organize a meeting. We are still waiting for the governor’s response so we can set a
date for the meeting,” Papa said. The traders say the increase may deter prospective businesspeople from
setting up shop in Malaba town.Last month, a meeting convened by traders and attended by Busia Finance
executive Phaustine Barasa ended prematurely after businesspeople claimed the CEC was non-committal in
assuring them a lasting solution to the problem would be found. The traders walked out of the meeting.
Read more

TUESDAY 8TH MARCH, 2022 000

RUTTO: It's time
business people
got into politics
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It is high time that the business community in Kenya borrowed from the words of Napoleon Bonaparte "If
you want a thing done well, do it yourself". For far too long, we have lamented over challenges facing busi-
nesses at both the county and national levels, with appeals and delegations to the political class ending in
vain. To get the results we so yearn for, we need to join the political class come August. As of June 2021, the
national government owed suppliers Sh36.35 billion. Make no mistake, this is not inclusive of the debt owed
to suppliers by county governments. Times without number have we witnessed business owners going
bankrupt and others being auctioned due to delayed payments, with some going as far back as 1995.Above
everyone, the Kenyan business community feels the pain and agony of delayed payments. It is time we
ourselves ran for political seats, went to the Senate and expedited the passing of the Prompt Payment Bill of
2021. This Bill requires government to make payments to suppliers within 30 days of delivery failure to which
interest accrues. Read more

WEDNESDAY 9TH MARCH, 2022

Why SMEs should
share stories of
their pain, struggles

You have likely come across the ‘rags to riches’ story of
that businessman or woman who one day on a mystical
whim or strategic plan decided to open a shop to sell
some product or provide a certain service. The story will glorify how after a few months or whatever incuba-
tion period, the founder is making millions from the business venture. Such stories motivate other would-be
entrepreneurs to either quit their jobs as well or start some side hustle to tap into this profitable business
environment. It is only then that they realize it is not all rosy. When you started, the road appeared well
tarmacked, smooth with pavements and designated lanes showing speed limits, bumps ahead, climbs and
descents - only for you to realize the tarmac vanished at the horizon and you have to dig your own road from
there. These stories about the uncertainties of running a small enterprise are what investors say should be
shared, not just the joy that comes with making your first Sh1 million orinking that lucrative contract. “Entre-
preneurship is not easy, it is not for the faint-hearted,” said Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) Support
Centre Chief Executive Linda Onyango. Read more

THURSDAY 10TH MARCH, 2022
County Employs
Youth, Women In

Community
Service
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At least 3,000 residents of Kakamega draw salary from the county government coffers by serving in various
roles in the communities as service men and women. This includes 1800 youth and 1200 women. Kakamega
Governor Wycliffe Oparanya said during a breakfast meeting with stakeholders convened by Kenya National
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI), that the county government spends Shé million every month
in paying the group that cleans and beautifies Kakamega town and its environs calling for more partners to
support the initiative to absorb more jobless youth. Apart from the cleaners, other beneficiaries of the
County Youth and Women Empowerment Program serve as security guards, taking care of county infrastruc-
ture projects, and those clearing the road sides as they are supervised by Sub County Administrators. The
County’s Chief Officer Social Services Development, Sports Youth, Women Empowerment and Culture, Dr
Brendah Barasa, said the county government has also partnered with the United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) in the Youth Empowerment program, to empower them with technical skills so
that they can start income generating activities. Read more

MONDAY 14TH MARCH, 2022

Saudi-Kenya
Business Forum
opens new horizons |
for trade and
investment

The Federation of Saudi Chambers of Commerce hosted here Monday a Kenyan trade delegation headed by
President of the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry Richard Ngatia. The delegation met
with Acting Secretary-General of the Federation of Saudi Chambers of Commerce Hussein Al-Abdul-Qader,
and a number of the Saudi business owners, in the presence of Kenyan Ambassador Peter Ogego. The
Saudi-Kenya Economic Forum dealt with aspects of trade and investment cooperation between the two
friendly countries and ways to develop them in various fields to serve the common interests. During the
forum, a memorandum of understanding was signed, which aimed at enhancing economic cooperation,
exchanging information on available investment opportunities, enabling commercial and investment part-
nerships, encouraging participation in exhibitions and forums as well as exchanging visits and trade delega-
tions. — SPA. Read more

WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH, 2022 000
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Kenya eyes
increased flower,
tea exports to Saudi
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Kenya seeks to increase its flower, tea and coffee exports to Saudi Arabia, with a plan to double the value in
the shot-term. This follows an MoU between the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(KNCCI) and the Federations Council of Saudi Chambers (FCSC) on Monday. According to KNCCI president
Richard Ngatia, the agreement that focusses on trade opportunities targets to improve the balance of trade
currently hugely titled in favor of Saudi Arabia.Pre-Covid-19 pandemic (in 2019), Kenya’s imports from Saudi
Arabia were valued at Sh127.2 billion, the Economic Survey 2020 shows, with refined petroleum products as
the top product with an import bill of $h843 million (Sh96.3 billion).Kenya also imports distillation products,
plastics and fertilizer from Saudi. The import bill is fourteen times more than the value of Kenya’s exports
which totaled Sh8.9 billion, a drop from Sh10 billion a year earlier. Cut flower was the top export commodity
valued at $20.4 million. Other commodities Kenya is keen to export under the agreement are mate and
spices, live trees, plants, bulbs, roots, edible fruits, nuts, peel of citrus fruit and melon. Read more

THURSDAY 17TH MARCH, 2022 000

Kenya opens third
embassy in
Southeast Asia

Kenya has opened a new embassy in Indonesia
two years after it pledged to enhance ties with the
southeast Asian country. The mission in Jarkata
brings to three the diplomatic stations Nairobi has
in the region after setting up one in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, five years ago. The other is in Bangkok, Thailand.
Kenya says the embassy’s opening in Indonesia would help improve business ties by adequate consular
support. Foreign Affairs Cabinet Secretary Raychelle Omamo opened the mission formally on Thursday,
accompanied by her Indonesian counterpart Retno Lestari Marsudi.“The opening of this mission is no doubt
a momentous occasion because it marks an incredible milestone in our bilateral relations since the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relationsin 1982, she said. Indonesia opened its embassy in Nairobi 40 years ago, but
Nairobi had often addressed its interests in Indonesia through its Bangkok embassy. Officials from both
countries said they would now work on regular contacts to enhance trade between them and discuss
common positions on international matters. The two sides say they are focused on improving trade, agricul-
ture and fisheries, education and healthcare collaboration, with Kenya seen as a gateway for East Africa for
Indonesian goods. Read more
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MONDAY 21ST MARCH, 2022 000

Discussing Economic
Trends, Investment
Opportunities and
Ease of Doing Business
in Kenya with KNCCI

Q: Samuel Matonda, as CEO of KNCCI, what is your general
assessment of the Kenyan economy?

The Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry has been in operation since 1965. Luckily, our
membership has grown from the last time you interviewed my predecessor, from 20,000 to 47,000 direct
members. We also deal with more than 7 million members who are affiliated to associations who are mem-
bers of the Chamber. This means that more than 80% of our membership is micro and small enterprises
(MSMEs). Before the pandemic, the general business was operating very well. We could see all the sectors
vibrant and cooperating normally. Tourism was booming. The agribusiness sector was too, and there were
movements from one area to the other. That was very good. The economy was projected to grow and move
to a higher level but then came the pandemic, which brought a total disruption of the economy and some
sectors had to close down. In Nairobi, at the CBD, we had hotels like the Intercontinental Hotel closing com-
pletely. Now, it is on sale because it closed. There is a hotel, which is just behind me about 500 meters, the
Silver Spring Hotel. Read more

FRIDAY 25TH MARCH, 2022 000

Competitive SMEs
key to AfCTA trade

SMEs should be made more competitive for Kenya to start
benefiting from the Sh250 trillion African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA). This was one of the key messages during
the third edition of the Nation Media Group SME Expo at
Kenyatta International Convention Centre, held jointly with
the Ministry of Industrialization Trade and Enterprise Develop- :
ment, Micro and Small Enterprise Authority and the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The three-day event, which began on Thursday and will run up to March 26, featured exhibitors, policymak-
ers, parastatal heads, business leaders, entrepreneurs, innovators and researchers, among others.
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Industrialisation Chief Administrative Secretary David Osiany said while the level of skill among Kenya’s
entrepreneurs cannot be questioned, a lack of standards and consistency in their products has hindered
them from accessing larger markets. “Some doors made in Lamu cost up to Sh1 million in Nairobi.

Read more

MONDAY 28TH MARCH, 2022

Readiness of SMEs
for the AfCFTA
implementation

As a flagship project of the African Union’s Agenda
2063, the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) is, a blueprint for attaining sustainable, inclusivity and development across Africa.lt aims to boost
intra-African trade by providing a comprehensive and mutually beneficial trade agreement among the
member states, covering trade in goods and services, investment, intellectual property rights and competi-
tion policy.With its well laid out principles, Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) can be described as
an ambitious trade pact, a game changer that is set to aid Small and Medium Sized sector become big
winners in the cross-border trade within Africa. The AfCTA is set to expand intra-Africa trade through the
harmonization and coordination of trade liberalization and facilitation instruments across the various
regional economic communities on the continent.The AfCTA entered into force on 30 May 2019. African coun-
tries opened their markets on January 1 2021, under the continental free trade agreement and duty-free
trading of goods and services across borders is now underway despite the COVID-19 pandemic and other
teething problems. Read more
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Third edition of SMEs conference continues in Nairobi

Iran Ambassador to Kenya
Jafar Barmaki (second
left), Kenya National
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry president
Richard Ngatia (third
right) and the Repre-
sentative of the Embassy
of Indonesia, Aditya Aji
Nugraha (second right)
during the third edition of
the SMEs Conference and
Expo at the KICC court-
yard in Nairobi yesterday.
The expo, themed 'Making
the SME sactor competi-
tive amid Covid-19; a mul-
ti-stakeholder approach,
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