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FRIDAY 1ST APRIL, 2022 000

Mombasa raises
licence fee for
private hospitals Iin
revenue bid

The cost of healthcare in Mombasa is expected to go up
after the county government increased licence fees for
private hospitals by Sh200,000. The hospitals had been paying Sh300,000 before a new Finance Act came
into force, introducing the 67 per cent increase. The Finance Bill recently passed into law by the county
assembly also saw the local government introduce a cargo offloading fee. MS Mbaruk said their decision to
increase the licence fee followed a scientific study that also showed the effect of such a move on residents
and the local healthcare sector. She said the county has also invested in public hospitals to ensure locals do
not suffer because of the expected increase in the cost of health services. She said the increment was neces-
sary owing to mushrooming of private health facilities across the county. “We have already started levying
the new fee. But it should be noted that before we raised the fee, we equipped public hospitals so that the

common man is not affected,” Ms Mbaruk said. Read more

THURSDAY 14TH APRIL, 2022 000

KNCCI Roots For
Partnerships To
Revive The SMEs

Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(KNCCI) Busia Chapter is partnering with LREB for the
historic event that will culminate in the second
edition of the Business of the Year (BOYA) awards gala
dinner. Council of Governors (CoG) Chairman Martin
Wambora will lead 14 Governors for the Lake Region Economic Block (LREB) inaugural private sector forum
at the Busia Vocational Training Centre today. Addressing the press outside the Chamber offices after a
multi-sectoral meeting, Busia Chapter chairman Sylvanus Abungu said the main objective of the event is to
bring together business stakeholders, the National and County Governments as well as key investment part-
ners including key players in various sectors. “The intention is to provide a one-day exhibition, panel discus-
sion, engagement and networking that will position Busia and the entire Lake Region as a hub for transport,
logistics, trade and commerce, as well as a destination for investment in East and Central Africa,” he said.

Read more
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FRIDAY 15TH APRIL, 2022 000

Busia Trader Wins
Businessman Of The _
Year Award

Stephen Berenge from Nambale Sub- County has
scooped Busia Businessman of the Year Award during
the second ceremony held at Hotel Itoya on Thursday
evening. The ceremony that was graced by Siaya Deputy
Governor, Dr James Okumbe, saw a total of 21 entrepreneurs honored in various categories. It was organized
by the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Busia Chapter. The winner in his acceptance
speech, said he was humbled for the honour bestowed on him and thanked God for bringing him that far.
“When | first opened a pork butchery, my friends teased me that my business is not self-sustaining, unless |
started rearing my own pigs. That motivated me as the number of pigs | was rearing hit 113 mark in less than
a year, Mr Berenge said. “With KNCCI as my guarantor, Equity Bank offered me a loan that enabled me
purchase the first matatu, second, third and fourth. I also own a pork butchery in Malaba, Tanga Kona and
other markets,” he added. The Partnership Governorship Award went to Kisumu Governor, Prof Anyang’
Nyong'o, that was received on his behalf by Lake Region Economic Block (LREB) Chief of Staff and Deputy
CEO, Dr Hudson Ogubi. KNCCI Busia Chapter was voted the best Chamber Chapter of the Year for its resil-
ience in organising the 2015 Busia International Investment Conference (BIICO) that saw the influx of many

investors into the country.

FRIDAY 15TH APRIL, 2022 000

Kenya, Uganda
traders sign deal to
end barriers

Kenyan and Ugandan traders have signed a memoran-
dum of understanding to help end continual tiffs on
non-tariff regulations. In a joint communique, the two
sides pledged to harmonize policies on agriculture to
reduce delays and cut down on bureaucracies in doing
business. “The signing of this memorandum today will enhance agricultural trade between Uganda and
Kenya, improve interdependence of agro-based industries in the two countries. The document will advance
and actualise the resolutions arrived during September 2021 at a trade symposium in Mombasa,” read the
jointcommunique. The business associations, seen as the most affected by the non-tariff barriers (NTBs), say
having common standards of safety, sanitation and the list of documentations would help reduce unneces-
sary delays.
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The traders intend to file their proposals with respective export departments for agreeable standards. During
a trade symposium in Mombasa last year, Ugandan High Commissioner to Kenya Wasswa Galiwango and
Consulate General to Mombasa Paul Mukumbya promised to actualise the issues discussed to help build

linkages that increase export volumes to Kenya.

MONDAY 18TH APRIL, 2022

Stanbic Bank And
KNCCIlI InDeal To
Support MSMEs

Stanbic Bank Kenya and the Kenya National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KNCCI) have signed a partner-
ship to provide financial and non-financial support to
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) that are
members of the chamber. The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the two entities was signed
at the Busia Youth Polytechnic Ground on the sidelines of the Lake Region Economic Block Private Sector
Forum. Stanbic Bank Kenya, Head of Business and Commercial Clients, Florence Wanja noted that the part-
nership agreement plays an important role in reinforcing the bank’s commitment to empowering MSMEs in
the region and across the country. “Stanbic Bank Kenya has continued to play a major role in our country’s
economic development, and this is in line with our purpose which is to drive Kenya’s growth. As an institu-
tion, we remain committed to solving holistic needs of our SME client segment and partnering for sustain-
able growth,” she added. On his part, Silivanus Mbogo Abungu, Chairman Kenya National Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Busia, said the partnership with the bankis an endorsement to fruitful collaboration over
the years which will be of great support to MSMEs in the region. “As a chamber, our focus is on building a
vibrant and prosperous business community in the region and across the country. We remain committed to

empowering our members in all possible ways,” he said. Read more

WEDNESDAY 20TH APRIL, 2022 000

KCD to support
growth of Kisumu
small businesses

Small and medium enterprises in Kisumu have received
a boost after engagement with Kenya Development
Corporation, a state finance institution. This is in part-
nership with the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the county government.
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It is the second engagement the corporation is undertaking since the initiative was launched in Mombasa
last month. KDC said it has launched a plan to engage SMEs countrywide to sensitise them on KDC's prod-
ucts and services and to understand their financial needs. “It is essential to expand and adapt our approach
to SME financing and ensure their operations continue without any interruptions,” KCD deputy director of
strategy Dominic Ndewa said. He said KDC will closely work with Kisumu and investors to research, obtain
information and insights that support the corporation's decisions, support national economic policy formu-

lation and spearhead innovation.

FRIDAY 13TH MAY, 2022 000

Special Economic
Zones To Create
Jobs In Mombasa

Mombasa business community has called on the nation-
al government to expedite Dongo Kundu Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) projected to create millions of
direct and indirect jobs, attract massive investors and
spur economy. Kenya Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (KCCI), Mombasa chairman, Mustafa Ramadhan said
the government should prioritize the Sh39.1 billion project to help address the current economic challenges.
Ramadhan noted that the SEZ project, would further cement Mombasa’s regional strategic commercial loca-
tion besides addressing social and economic challenges grappling local population. The SEZ developed on
3000 acres of land is expected to have key facilities including a free port, free trade zone, logistics zone, indus-
trial park and mega road network. “The project is capable of creating 100,000 jobs besides attracting massive
regional and international investors to set up key industries,” added Ramadhan in an interview with KNA.

Read more

TUESDAY 17TH MAY, 2022 000

Auctioneers accuse
banks of invading
their turf, deny
profiting from Covid

Auctioneers are yet to recover from the impact of Covid-19
and the infiltration of the business by unlicensed operators.
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At a conference in Nairobi last week, auctioneers accused banks of taking over their business by offering bids
on repossessed properties. The meeting also found that some online vendors are offering bids to customers
yet they are not licensed as auctioneers. Herman Kasili, a member of the Auctioneers Licensing Board where
he represents the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI), said some banks are infiltrat-
ing their turf, denying them their commission. “When an auctioneer has repossessed a car or some property,
they (banks) force the auctioneer to give the car to the bank and the bank makes a bid, which is illegal,” he
said. Rev Kasili said auctioneers deserve a commission when they repossess property for the banks. “Auc-
tioneers are not getting their fees because the banks are taking away the cars,” he added.

SUNDAY 22ND MAY, 2022 000

West Pokot
Women Advocate
For Peaceful Poll

West Pokot women in collaboration with National
Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC),
Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (KNCCI), Red Cross and other civil society organisations took part in a five-kilometer Peace Walk from
Kapenguria to Makutano town preaching peace messages ahead of the forthcoming August General Elec-
tions. The peace walk was meant to sensitize local residents on the need to keep the peace before, during
and after the August General Election. The peace walk dubbed ‘Election Bila Noma’ brought together
women, Amani Club staff, Chamber of Commerce members, Red Cross, NCIC, County government, women
groups and students from Chewoyet High School with an aim of sensitizing residents on the importance of
peaceful polls. Addressing residents at Makutano town in West Pokot County, Assistant County Commission-
er Benjamin Makau said the women walked such a long distance because they are good ambassadors of
peace and urged everyone to embrace peace for effective coexistence.

MONDAY 30TH MAY, 2022 (Y X

Here’s what East Africa
has to do to balance
trade with the EU

Member states of the east African trade bloc will have to work
on a number of requirements that they are scoring low if they
are to fully benefit from European Union’s 447 million market.
During a workshop organized by the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) and the East African Science and
Technology Commission, it emerged that the eight members of the East African Community are showing
progress but are still unable to erase critical trade inhibitors.

P T S i P L
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A scoping report presented by SEl disclosed that the bloc is struggling with job creation, taming corruption,
climate resilience, innovation, infrastructural development, attracting foreign direct investment and
controlling currency volatility.“On average, east Africa is scoring low in the EU and Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism (CBAM) policy indicators for macro economy, environment, social protection and gover-

nance,” Dr Anderson Kehbila of SEI told attendees.

TUESDAY 7TH JUNE, 2022 000

KPA signs Sh39b grant
with Jica for Dongo
Kundu economic zone

The Kenya Ports Authority (KPA) has signed a grant with the
Japanese International Cooperation Agency (Jica) for the
development of the Dongo Kundu Special Economic Zone
(SEZ) in Mombasa. A SEZ master plan for the Sh39.1 billion
project that sits on a 3,000-acre parcel of land has been devel-
oped with support from the Government of Japan and presents opportunities for investment in value addi-
tionin theindustrial zone. The SEZ project includes the establishment of a free trade zone, free port, logistics
hub and a mega industrial zone. KPA Acting General Manager John Mwangemi signed the agreement in the
presence of a delegation of JICA officials led by Naota Mukai. Mr Mwangemi said with the construction of a
new road under the Mombasa Port Development Project and the SGR link to the expanded port, landlocked
countries within the East and Central Africa region will be efficiently served by the Port of Mombasa. The busi-
ness community in Mombasa, led by the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI) Mom-
basa Chapter Chairman, Mustafa Ramadhan, had called on the national government to expedite the Dongo
Kundu Special Economic Zone project, which is projected to create millions of direct and indirect jobs,

attract massive investors and spur economic growth. Read more

TUESDAY 7TH JUNE, 2022 000

| won’t ban mitumba
clothes, says Raila
Odinga

Azimio la Umoja One Kenya Coalition Party presidential
candidate Raila Odinga has denied claims that he will ban
the importation of second-hand clothes, popularly known
as mitumba, if elected on August 9. Seeking to fight back criticism from opponents who accused him of
insensitivity over remarks he made on Monday night dismissing mitumba as “clothes from dead people”,

07



https://qz.com/africa/2170994/to-balance-trade-with-the-eu-east-africa-must-do-this/
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/business/business/article/2001447385/kpa-signs-sh39b-grant-with-jica-for-dongo-kundu-economic-zone

Kenya National Chamber of Commerce & Industry Chamber Quarterly

Mr Odinga said he will protect the traders by ensuring that they get the first opportunity to market locally
made clothes. His statement followed a sustained backlash from his opponents in Deputy President William
Ruto’s camp over the comments he made during the launch of his manifesto, which champions revival of the
local textile industry. We are going to go into primary production as we also promote other products. We are
going to grow cotton, we do the ginning, the spinning, the weaving until we end up with fabrics. Then we can
embark on secondary manufacturing of dresses, suits and so on,” he told members of the Kenya National
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI) at the Hilton Hotel in Nairobi Odinga explained that, through
promotion of local textile manufacturing, traders would access a local version of mitumba — factory rejects.
“Trade in factory rejects is big business in Europe. This is done everywhere; factory rejects are not useless,”

he said. Read mord

THURSDAY 9TH JUNE, 2022 000

KDC, KNCCI Partner
To Accelerate Credit
Flow To SMEs

The Kenya Development Corporation (KDC) and the
Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(KNCCI) have teamed up to accelerate the provision of
credit to small businesses. The partnership opens up an
avenue for KNCCI members to have access to relevant
and tailored products and services to grow their business-
es; whilst for KDC the MoU gives the Corporation access to potential customers for uptake of its products.
While speaking during the signing of the MOU between the two agencies, KDC Director-General Christopher
Huka noted that this partnership will help them reach more entrepreneurs who need financial muscles to
boost their businesses. Apart from financial help, Huka also noted that the businesses will benefit from other
non-financial services like advisory and networking. On the other hand, KNCCI president, Richard Ngatia
noted that this partnership will help bring forth different opportunities across the country in far as alternative
financing options are concerned. He added that since KNCCl acts as the voice of its members, there is a need
to advocate for lawmakers to formulate policies that provide a conducive environment for businesses in the
country such as SMEs and exporters as well. On exporters, Ngatia noted that they are in engagement with the
DRC as they have taken around 300 companies there in partnership with other financial institutions.

Read more
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FRIDAY 10TH JUNE, 2022 000

KDC, Chamber team
up to support small
businesses

Kenya Development Corporation (KDC) and Kenya
National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI)
have entered a deal to help small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) absorb the shocks of the Covid-19
pandemic. They have agreed to provide financial support as well as relevant products and services to small
businesses. The partnership will see the over 3,000 KNCCI members access vital needs and financial solu-
tions to boost their business even as the corporation gets customers to uptake and use its products. Speak-
ing during the signing ceremony, KDC director general Christopher Huka said the partnership will focus on
scaling up financing for over 300 SMEs and startups countrywide. “We are excited about this partnership as
the SMEs and large enterprises will be able to access financial support and reach more entrepreneurs even
as our financial boost and business advisory addresses the needs of Kenyan businesses,” he said. Richard
Ngatia, KNCCI president said the body is keen on working with KDC to provide financial support to its over

50,000 members directly and over two million SMEs indirectly.

WEDNESDAY 15TH JUNE, 2022 o0

Kenyan traders seek
extra pie of Chinese
market

Traders in Nairobi want China to further open its market
for Kenyan goods and services to bridge the huge trade
deficit. Speaking at the second Nairobi-China Trade
and Investment Forum, the traders said business is currently largely in favour of China, with Kenya's export
only valued at Sh10 billion. Kenya’s is a net importer from China placing the trade deficit at $3.4 billion
(Sh398.71 billion) in 2019."l call upon enhanced continuous engagement and collaboration between the
various stakeholders as a critical tool for enhancing bilateral trade between Kenya and China," CEO of the
Chamber, James Odongo said. In the past five years imports have contracted while exports have grown by 9.3
per cent and 43.5 per centin 2018 and 2019, respectively. On average between 2015 and 2019, Kenyan prod-
ucts accounted for a 0.006 per cent share of China’s world imports. The Economic Survey 2022, puts the value
of imports at Sh2.151 trillion in 2021 up from Sh1.643 trillion in 2020, a 30.9 per cent growth. While Kenya’s
exports of goods and services have grown by 28 per cent from $8.9 billion (Sh1.04 trillion) in 2010 to $11.5
billion (Sh1.348 trillion) in 2019, the amount of exports as a percentage of GDP has been gradually falling,

from 24 per centin 2011 to 10 per cent in 2020.

09


https://www.pd.co.ke/commerce/kdc-chamber-team-up-to-support-small-businesses-131552/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/business/kenya/2022-06-15-kenyan-traders-seek-extra-pie-of-chinese-market/

Kenya National Chamber of Commerce & Industry Chamber Quarterly

FRIDAY 17TH JUNE, 2022 000

Kenyan Traders
Eye Chinese Market
To Boost Revenues

Kenyan traders are keen to enhance their exports to
China in order to boost their revenues, the industry
lobby said on Wednesday. James Odongo, CEO of
the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KNCCI) for Nairobi County told journalists
that some of the major Kenyan products that can be
supported for further exporting to meet growing international demand include vegetables, tea, flower and
coffee. “The Kenya-China trade linkages also offer an opportunity, for the transfer of skills and technology
from China to the local market even as Kenya seeks to rebuild from the negative effects of the COVID-19
pandemic,” Odongo said during a trade and investment forum premised on the theme of expanding oppor-
tunities for Kenyan companies. The event which was held in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, was aimed at
promoting discussions on ways to tap into the Chinese market. In January, Kenya signed a total of six memo-
randa of understanding (MoUs) with China touching on trade, digital innovations, green development, and
investments aimed at increasing export and import opportunities for small and medium enterprises.

Read more

TUESDAY 28TH JUNE, 2022 000

Nakuru Says 1,000 &
Liquor, Food Permits
Issued Signaling Boom |
During Safari Rally 4

Nakuru county Government says it issued more than 1,000 new licenses to liquor and food vendors during
the World Rally Championship (WRC) Safari Rally fete pointing to a boom in local businesses within Nakuru,
Naivasha region. The WRC Safari Rally took place in Naivasha between June 23- 26 attracting fans within and
beyond the country who spent more than three days in Naivasha environs. Organizers said at least 10,000
people attended the event with many hotels confirming full bookings days before the event started. Absol-
om Mukhusi, the Secretary-General of the Naivasha Professionals Association told Capital FM Business that
besides the food and accommodation sector, there was increased uptake of domestic tourism which was a
big boost to local tour guides and taxi operators.
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Mukhusi, who also sits on the Nakuru municipality board said more than Sh7.5 million in revenues were
collected with Sh10,000 and Sh5,000 charged for liquor and food vendors. The local government issued 500

permits to liquor and food vendors each.

WEDNESDAY 29TH JUNE, 2022 000

SMEs Urged To
Embrace Bank
oans To Boost
Their Growth

Small businesses have been urged to take advantage of the available financial solutions offered by banks to
boost their businesses and drive growth. This was during the opening ceremony of the 2022 Inua Biashara
Day forum, hosted by the Kenya Bankers Association. It brought together the government, businesses in the
private sector and entrepreneurs together in order to find a common ground to find financial solutions after
the effects of Covid-19 pandemic. Speaking during the event Principal Secretary at the National Treasury
and Planning Julius Muia said that the banks have enough financial product and if well utilized can revolu-
tionize the MSME’s industry. “Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises are critical drivers of economic
growth yet they still struggle with access to credit, | urge all banks not to overlook the sector due to their
high-risk portfolio but to support them,” said Muia. Muia also urged the lenders to come up with a simplified
analysis on how to work together with MSME’s on the ground in order to guide them and develop suitable

tailormade financial solutions.
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